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OUR WATERS ARE THREATENED AND IT’S TIME TO DIVE IN AND HELP.
Project H2O is a collaborative initiative with conservation organizations, governmental agencies, non-profits, local universities and dedicated 

individuals like you. Our goal is to improve the waters and habitat in Volusia County and the Indian River Lagoon system through awareness, education, 

engagement, restoration and rigorous scientific study. 

A project to protect our springs, 
rivers, estuaries and oceans.

ENVIRONMENTAL PRESSURES ARE GROWING STRONGER.
A growing population and increased development affects the inputs of nutrients in our local water bodies. Storm water discharges, wastewater 

effluent, septic tank discharge, the use of fertilizers and other practices increase nutrients throughout the Volusia County Watershed and the Indian 

River Lagoon. These nutrients contribute to harmful algae blooms that starve life-giving oxygen from the water. Over the years this negative effect on 

habitat has been growing. There is a wide scientific agreement that nutrients need to be reduced and we’re identifying the key areas where we can 

make the most difference in the first year. 

Not all grasses benefit
from fertilizer.

VOLUSIA COUNTY SUMMER FERTILIZER BAN. PROTECT YOUR WATERS. 
 In Florida, summer rains wash fertilizer filled with nitrogen and phosphorous into our lakes, springs, rivers, and estuaries- damaging what makes 

our state so beautiful. That’s why Volusia County has made it illegal to use fertilizer containing nitrogen or phosphorous during the summer rainy 

season and slow release throughout the rest of the year. The good news is that there are many ways to keep your yard looking great- while 

keeping algae- feeding nitrogen and phosphorous out of our waterways.
 

For more information on the Volusia County Fertilizer Ordinance, please visit 

http://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/extension/horticulture/fertilizer-ordinance.stml

For more information on keeping your lawn Florida-Friendly and other practices to reduce your impact, please visit 

http://befloridiannow.org/ 

.
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Our water quality is declining and Project H2O aims to help. We are bringing together government agencies, environmental organizations, local 

universities, and non-profits to collaborate on research, education, restoration and funding opportunities to improve Volusia County waters and the 

Indian River Lagoon. Project H2O uses the strengths of these different groups collaborating with each other to benefit our watershed. 

Current partners contributing to Project H2O include the Marine Discovery Center, Volusia County Government, St. Johns River Water 

Management District, UF IFAS Volusia County Extension, Bethune-Cookman University, Stetson University, Daytona State College, Embry Riddle 

Aeronautical University, Save the Manatee Club, Marine Resources Council, League of Women Voters Volusia County, West Volusia Audubon, 

Blue Spring Alliance, and Green Volusia. 
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We’re working to benefit 
all of Volusia County Waters.

Our waters are under constant threat from an increasing population, leading to increased nutrients, pollution and loss of habitat. 

Project H2O is working to benefit all of Volusia County waters. 

OUR SPRINGS
Home to three beautiful springs, Blue Spring, Gemini Springs, and DeLeon Springs, Volusia County is surely a treasure to hold. 

Unfortunately, these springs are under attack from excess nutrients, and the over use and removal spring water. For more information on Florida’s springs, 

please visit http://www.floridasprings.org/ 

OUR RIVERS
The St. Johns River stretches along the western coast of Volusia County as it travels north from the Indian River Lagoon to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Like so many other water bodies stressed from poor water quality from nutrient inputs and an expanding population, the St. Johns River is no different. 

For more information on the St. Johns River, please visit http://floridaswater.com/stjohnsriver/ 

LAKES
Placeholder copy. The St. Johns River stretches along the western coast of Volusia County as it travels north from the Indian River Lagoon to the 

Atlantic Ocean. Like so many other water bodies stressed from poor water quality from nutrient inputs and an expanding population, the St. Johns River is 

no different. For more information on the St. Johns River, please visit http://floridaswater.com/stjohnsriver/   

ESTUARIES
Placeholder copy. The St. Johns River stretches along the western coast of Volusia County as it travels north from the Indian River Lagoon to the 

Atlantic Ocean. Like so many other water bodies stressed from poor water quality from nutrient inputs and an expanding population, the St. Johns River is 

no different. For more information on the St. Johns River, please visit http://floridaswater.com/stjohnsriver/  

OCEANS
Placeholder copy. The St. Johns River stretches along the western coast of Volusia County as it travels north from the Indian River Lagoon to the 

Atlantic Ocean. Like so many other water bodies stressed from poor water quality from nutrient inputs and an expanding population, the St. Johns River is 

no different. For more information on the St. Johns River, please visit http://floridaswater.com/stjohnsriver/   
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Our initatives are a team effort.

Project H2O brings together our partners on 5 teams: Research, Reduction, Restoration, Citizen Science, and Education. 

Each team has their own sets of goals to better the Volusia County Watershed and bring strength to Project H2O. 

THE RESEARCH TEAM is working on identifying gaps in current research, restoration, and water quality within Volusia County. 

The gaps identified will provide a guide to the areas of most need in of Project H2O’s help. 

THE RESTORATION TEAM is drafting a plan for future and priority Restoration work throughout the county. This would include projects 

like oyster reef reconstruction/ restoration, shoreline mapping and restoration and exotic plant removals to better our waterways. 

THE REDUCTION TEAM has a goal of reducing the input of nutrients into Volusia County waters. The excess nutrients enter the system 

daily through storm water, wastewater, and improper fertilizer use which has many negative impacts on our water, including the

 harmful algae blooms in the Indian River Lagoon. 

THE EDUCATION TEAM will expand efforts surrounding Project H2O in order to educate citizens and students of the problems and 

solutions in the Volusia County watershed. This team will work very closely with Be Floridian Now to increase awareness of the Volusia 

County Fertilizer Ordinance and Florida-Friendly lawn techniques. 

THE CITIZEN SCIENCE TEAM is increasing the involvement of citizens and students in the Volusia County area in order to raise 

awareness and create stewards of the environment. When more people are involved with surveying, sampling and monitoring, more 

people become invested in the water that gives each of us life. 
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Latest news

http://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2016/03/11/brown-tide-keeps-clumping-up-indian-river-lagoon/81447322/

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/environment/os-florida-water-catastrophe-statewide-20160304-story.html 

http://www.marinediscoverycenter.org/algal-blooms-make-return-to-indian-river-lagoon/ 

http://www.marinediscoverycenter.org/project-h2o-hopes-to-rally-teamwork-for-healthy-waters/ 
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Get involved with Project H20.

SIGN UP AND RECEIVE THE PROJECT H2O MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. 
You’ll find so many ways to get involved as well as updates regarding Project H2O progress. 

BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST! 
We are always in need of volunteers interested in getting down and dirty! 

SEAGRASS SURVEYS 
 Join us on the boat as we map seagrass beds and algae in the Indian River Lagoon! 

Contact  Annie.Roddenberry@MyFWC.com

HORSESHOE CRAB SURVEYS 
 Take a stroll on the beach with us at Canaveral National Seashore and Smyrna Dunes Park to look for nesting horseshoe crabs! 

Contact  mallory@marinediscoverycenter.org 

MANATEE WATCH 
 Live on the water? Visit the Springs? Love Manatees? Become a Manatee Watch Volunteer with Volusia County! 

Contact  bokeefe@volusia.org 

FLORIDA MICROPLASTIC AWARENESS PROJECT 
 Sample water along the coast and analyze the collections under microscopes to look for Microplastics at the Marine Discovery Center. 

Contact  mallory@marinediscoverycenter.org 

RESTORATION PROJECTS 
 Come play in the mud at the Marine Discovery Center! Planting, harvesting and making oyster bags is a great workout! 

Contact  jessy@marinediscoverycenter.org 
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SIGN UP HERE



Contact us.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PROJECT H2O, OUR PARTNERS AND INITIATIVES, 
please contact Mallory, the Project H2O Coordinator at mallory@marinediscoverycenter.org. 

IF YOU OR YOUR GROUP IS INTERESTED IN A PRESENTATION ON PROJECT H2O, 
how to get involved, or the Volusia County Fertilizer Ordinance, please schedule with Mallory, mallory@marinediscoverycenter.org 

LIKE us on FaceBook
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CLICK HERE
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